2013 ANNUAL REPORT

280 Phoebe Lane,
Delhi, NY 13753
shrf@co.delaware.ny.us

To: Delaware County Board of Supervisors
Re: 2013 Annual Report

“Escalating our efforts to combat illegal Drug use”
------------------------------------During 2013, our Office was presented with many challenges and opportunities. The rampant use of
heroin and the illegal use of prescription drugs were the factors that contributed the most in escalating the
volume of our complaints, which increased our jail population accordingly. It should be noted that this Office’s
felony drug arrests amounted to 53% of the combined number of drug arrests made by all law enforcement
agencies in Delaware County.
Our Annual Report is a brief snapshot of our Office, designed to depict a glimpse of the activities our
Office engages in. It also reflects the ongoing commitment to excellence employed by the men and women
who faithfully serve our Office.
Every year we endeavor to update and upgrade our services. In 2013, some of the top priorities which
came to fruition were:
C

Installation of a K-9 Unit

C

Formation of Drug Task Force

C

Adoption of MobilePatrol Apps program, which makes it possible for the
general public to access information regarding our Jail Population from
their telephone or computer.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to you for the support and cooperation
you have extended this Office as we combine our efforts to better serve the citizens of Delaware County.

Best regards,
DELAWARE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Thomas E. Mills
Thomas E. Mills
Sheriff

Delaware County Sheriff’s Office

CODE OF ETHICS
As a Deputy Sheriff, Correction Officer or
Civilian Employee of the Delaware County
Sheriff’s Office, my fundamental obligation
is to protect the constitutional rights and
freedoms of the people whom I have been
sworn to serve and protect.
Although I realize the way I choose to
conduct my private affairs is a personal
freedom, I realize that I must accept
responsibility for my actions, as well as my
inactions, both on duty and off. I realize
that my behavior is closely scrutinized by
the public at large and that the
consequences of my actions have the
capability of bringing either respect or
disrespect on my employer, my fellow
employees and the law enforcement
profession.

I vow to be truthful and honest in my
dealings with others. I deplore lies and
consider it to be a professional weakness to
allow another’s behavior to dictate my
response. I will not allow others’ actions or
failings to excuse me from performing my
duties in a responsible and professional
manner.
Although I will endeavor to empathize with
the people with whom I come into daily
contact, I will not allow my personal
feelings, prejudices, animosities, or
friendships to influence the discretionary
authority with which I have been entrusted.
I will consciously seek ways to avoid any
conflicts or potential conflicts of interest
that have the capability of compromising
either my official authority or the public’s
image.
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MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office to provide
professional, high-quality and effective police, correctional, civil and court
security services in partnership with the county residents.
The sworn and civilian employees of the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office
believe that their work has vital impact on the quality of life in Delaware County,
N.Y.
By our commitment to professionalism, both on and off duty, we subscribe
to the following values:
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MEET SHERIFF MILLS

When Sheriff Thomas E. Mills took office, he inherited an outdated 28-prisoner jail on the
village square in Delhi. In 2003, that historic landmark was replaced with a new 103-bed state-of-theart combination Public Safety Building/Correctional Facility, whose full-time staff now numbers 77.
The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office and Correctional Facility exist side by side in the Public
Safety Building located at 280 Phoebe Lane, Delhi, New York.
Sheriff Mills is a Marine Corps veteran, who commenced his law enforcement career with the
Oneonta Police Department. He subsequently joined the New York State Police and retired as Station
Commander. He later rejoined the profession as a part-time Deputy Sheriff in Delaware County. He
was elected sheriff in January 1999.
Sheriff Mills is a member of the Executive Committee of the Otsedela Council of Boy Scouts
of America. He is a past Master of the Margaretville Masonic Lodge and past Commander of the
American Legion Post 190. He is the Commander of Post 10550 of the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars
in Delhi. In 2006, he was appointed to the NYS Committee for the Coordination of Police Services
to Elderly Persons by then-Governor George E. Pataki. In 2007, he was invited to serve on the NYS
Statewide Communication Interoperability Plan (“SCIP”) Governance Evaluation Board.
Delhi, New York is the county seat of Delaware County, New York. It has a population of
48,000 inhabitants spread out over 1,468 square miles.
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.. . . .Office Highlights in 2013 . . . . P R O M O T I O N:

Correction Officer Bryan Bartow Promoted to Sergeant

At a swearing-in ceremony held on May 31, 2013, Sheriff Thomas E. Mills of the Delaware County
Sheriff’s Office announced the promotion of Correction Officer Bryan Bartow to the rank of Corrections
Sergeant, to take effect on June 9, 2013.
In his presentation, Sheriff Mills told Officer Bartow that the rank of Sergeant is an honor bestowed
upon those who have demonstrated outstanding leadership capabilities. “It takes hard work to earn it and even
harder work to keep it”, Sheriff Mills noted. A Correction Officer must be able to exercise extreme
concentration, infinite patience, rapid reflexes and the ability to absorb peripheral information and respond
rapidly. Lives depend upon it.”
Once sworn in, Officer Bartow’s wife, Eileen, beamed with pride as she pinned the Sergeant’s badge
on Bartow’s chest while fellow officers looked on. While a promotion is the result of an officer’s dedication
and toil, it should be noted that its significance is strengthened by acknowledging the generous support and
ungrudging sacrifices made by his supportive family.
Sheriff Mills elaborated on Bartow’s capabilities and mentioned many of his accomplishments, not
the least of which was his appointment to the 4-person Transition Team established during the construction
of the Public Safety Building to monitor the construction process. During that assignment, Bartow
demonstrated his ability to stay focused, propensity to excel and ability to achieve respect and cooperation
from people from a wide variety of disciplines and educational backgrounds. Officer Bartow has also served
for many years as both a trainer and as an instructor at our correction academy.
Officer Bartow joined the Sheriff’s Office on April 30, 1999, after serving in the U. S. Navy for
twenty (20) years. We congratulate him for his latest accomplishment and pledge him our support as he
embarks on yet another milestone on his chosen career path.
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K-9 UNIT INSTALLED

Deputy Sheriff John Demeo and K-9 Osman Steele
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He works for food
But he has basic needs too.

T Ozzie was instrumental in affecting an arrest on his first day on the job.
T Ozzie was purchased by and is primarily supported by private donations.
T Numerous groups have hosted fund-raisers to support our K-9 team.
T Ozzie continues to put his best foot forward to earn the trust invested in him.
Read K-9 Ozzie’s Biography here
They call me “Ozzie”. I was named in honor of Delaware County Undersheriff Osman Steele who was
killed in the line of duty on August 7, 1845. I was born in Czechoslovakia. I was bred for police work and I’m
told I’m a natural. On July 12, 2013, my human partner, Deputy Sheriff John Demeo, traveled to Shallow Creek
Kennels in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania and selected me out of a line up so to speak. He chose me from the 10
German Shepherds there who were all eager to be put into service. I reported for duty at the Delaware County
Sheriff’s Office in Delhi, New York on July 15, 2013.
From August 5 - September 6, 2013, I and my human partner went to Syracuse to undergo an extensive
narcotic dog detector school program sponsored by the Department of Police. While there, I was put through
rigorous training which I accomplished with ease. After my training, I was certified for narcotic detection and
tracking.
I am a dual-purpose German Shepherd and meet the criteria in regards to drug detection and patrol duties.
I am always on the ready to search for contraband wherever my service is needed and welcome the opportunity
to help locate citizens who are lost or unaccounted for.
When I am not in the field, I like to guard the Office and make it a point to pay special attention to the
biscuit jar maintained by the Road Patrol Lieutenant.
I am hopeful that another K-9 partner who specializes in bomb detection will be added to our K-9
division next year.
I am told that I was purchased from funds contributed by the good citizens of Delaware County and my
basic needs are totally sponsored by them. I appreciate this opportunity to serve you and the faith you have placed
in my ability. I endeavor to serve you faithfully. If you would care to contribute to our K-9 program, please make
your checks payable to the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office and mail them to 280 Phoebe Lane, Suite One,
Delhi, New York 13753. Thank you.
K-9 Officer Osman Steele
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VISITORS
Each year many visitors enter the Delaware County Public Safety Building and Correctional
Facility for reasons other than detainment. Many attend meetings here.
The Multi-Purpose Room was designed for use as an Emergency Operations Center, but when
not in use as such, it doubles as a both a training room and a large meeting room that can be divided
to accommodate two groups simultaneously. The rooms are in great demand and are scheduled for
use almost every business day and many evenings.

TOURS
The Sheriff’s Office hosts many facility tours each year for youth groups, clubs, schools,
government officials, candidates for employment and the curious.
The Sheriff’s Office has hosted an increasing number of tours through the jail to provide visitors with a

first-hand look at how we supervise the inmate population. The tour takes visitors through the
process, from the inmate booking area through to viewing housing units where they gain first-hand
insight into how inmates spend their time. It is interesting to see the variety of reactions. Some
people vow never to be on the wrong side of the bars and some people indicate they could never be
on the right side of the bars because they could not tolerate being boxed in for the duration of their
workday. Their reactions are a constant reminder that we are lucky that we have dedicated employees
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who are willing to endure what others might view as inconveniences that come with the job. It takes
a very focused and detail-oriented person to satisfactorily perform the duties of a correction officer.
Ultimately, most people leave the tour having gained a better appreciation of their freedom, after
having glimpsed how incarceration can deteriorate one’s lifestyle.

SHERIFF’S WEBSITE
http://www.co.delaware.ny.us/departments/shrf/shrf.htm
Every year we add categories to our web page that we feel might be of interest to the general
public. In 2013 we incorporated an app for accessing inmates incarcerated in our jail facility. .
Take a look: Our site contains a lot of useful information and links to other agencies.

The following employees used no sick time in 2013:
C. O. Ivan Brkaric
Lt. Timothy Buckley
Deputy Jeffrey Clark
Deputy John Demeo
C. O. Heather Evangelista
C. O. Heath Goff
C. O. Robert Mantzouratos
Investigator Joseph Mauro
Deputy Timothy Murray
Sgt. Jody Proffitt
Sr. Inv. Karl Vagts, Jr.

Retirement:

Alice De Vita

Our Senior Civil Clerk, Alice DeVita retired in 2013. We wish her much happiness.
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Sheriff Thomas E. Mills swears in
Deputy Sheriff Eric Alexander in 1/13

Significant Anniversaries:

Name

5
Yrs

10
Yrs

15
Yrs

X

Mark Alonzo

Correction Officer

Thad Barnes

Correction Officer

X

Mario Blincoe

Correction Officer

X

Keith Gavette

Correction Officer

X

Heath Goff

Correction Officer

X

Tahir Haqq

Deputy Sheriff

X

John Lehmann

First Sgt./Corrections

David McClung

Correction Officer

X

Dan McGowan

Corrections Officer

X

Paul Moore

Correction Officer

X

Tim Murray

Deputy Sheriff

Alan Weaver

Sgt/Corrections

X

X
X
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FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....

The following Press Releases from the Sheriff’s Desk were issued during 2013.
From the Sheriff’s Desk........

Response to NY SAFE Act

Disseminated 1/31/13

Sheriff Mills Commences AED Fund-raiser
(In Conjunction with Emergency Services
Department)

Disseminated 2/4/13

Membership Drive underway supports
Sheriffs’ Summer Camp

Disseminated 2/25/13

Should our Drug Arrests be publicized?

Disseminated 3/15/13

Be Wary of Scams

Disseminated 4/4/13

SAVIN-NY
(Order of Protection Service Notification)

Disseminated 11/1/13

Sheriff’s Office Partners with Area Schools
in an effort to thwart potential Incidents of
school violence

Disseminated 11/7/13
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January 31, 2013
FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....

Response to NY SAFE Act
It has been over a month since the Newtown, Connecticut merciless killing of 20 small school children and their 6 brave
teachers/staff members. The intense cruelty of this wanton bloodshed propelled us as a nation to take immediate steps to prevent
similar incidents from occurring elsewhere.
Since the murders were committed with guns, some were emphatic that stricter gun laws would prevent further tragic
events. On the other side of this argument were those who surmised that if armed School Resource Officers had been in
attendance, the casualty count could have been eliminated or at least lessened.
Then too, many believe counseling can help troubled individuals receive the treatment they need before they become
a danger to society.
Since the murder was committed by a mentally unstable person, some asked why mentally unstable people are permitted
access to any guns/ammo that they are capable of acquiring. Most people will agree that people diagnosed with homicidal and
suicidal tendencies should not possess firearms.
At this point, I received many pointed inquiries: Was I going to uphold the Constitution which I was sworn to do or go
along with the hastily devised NY SAFE act? I told all who asked that I intended to defend the Constitution of the United States
and protect and serve the citizens of Delaware County. Whenever there is a conflict in orders, the Constitution takes precedence
as far as I am concerned. I also want to do everything within my power to protect our school children, teachers and school staff
while they are in school, as well as securing the safety of all of our citizens, wherever they may be. This is a tall order and no
one solution will fit all.
Since that time, I have scheduled a meeting with school superintendents throughout the county to discuss the most
popular recommendations being posed to them; whether to hire armed school resource officers and/or provide counseling for
troubled individuals. I have been told that each school will be allowed to make its independent decision although the meeting
has been called to collect and consider a vast variety of suggestions.
Last week I attended a conference held by the New York State Sheriffs’ Association wherein 52 of 58 Sheriffs in New
York state met to consider the NY SAFE ACT. The collective response by the Sheriffs to the NY Safe Act may be found on
the Delaware county Sheriff’s Office web page http://www.co.delaware.ny.us/departments/shrf/shrf.htm. Since I do not have
the space in this article to provide an in-depth discussion of the six provisions of the new law which was devised to increase the
safety of our citizens, I hope you will read the article to glean more definitive information.
Be assured, this issue will not “go away” and must be addressed in a fair and equitable manner. Our forefathers created
a prudent code to live by when they wrote the Constitution one should not presume that it can be improved by special interest
groups, no matte how well meaning their intentions may be. “We are all endowed by our creator with certain inalienable rights:
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” With this being said, no citizen who is legally exercising his/her constitutional right
to the Second Amendment shall have reason to fear the Sheriff, or any other law enforcement official, within the borders of
Delaware County.
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February 4, 2013

FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....

Sheriff Mills commences AED Fundraiser
(In Conjunction with Emergency Services Department)
New defibrillators are needed for emergency responders throughout Delaware County. The last fundraising drive to purchase them was conducted in January, 2000. In 2011, Public Health donated four new
defibrillators to replace the most outdated models. It is estimated that each new defibrillator will cost
approximately $2,000.00.
Automatic external defibrillators can make the difference between life and death when an individual goes
into Sudden Cardiac Arrest “SCA.” Consider:
C

SCA is the nation’s largest killer, striking dead over 300,000 people annually.
It claims more deaths than AIDS, breast cancer and strokes.

C

If an AED is used within the first 2-4 minutes after a victim suffers/collapses from
SCA, the probability of survival escalates from 10% to 60%.

C

For every minute that a victim lies waiting for treatment, his/her chance of survival
decreases 10%.

It should be noted that AED’s can also be used to benefit children now because their manufacturers have
provided a pediatric cable for them which is capable of reducing the amount of energy the AED delivers to a child
from 1 year old to puberty.
Since our population is distributed sparsely, defibrillators should be standard equipment in the automobiles
used by all emergency responders. This is an ambitious and expensive project - but also a necessary one. This
fundraiser is being sponsored jointly by the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office and the Delaware County emergency
Services Department for use by their personnel.
Please call Sheriff Thomas E. Mills at 746-2336 or EMS Coordinator Steve Hood at 746-9600 if you have
any questions.
Please make your donation payable to the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office at 280 Phoebe Lane, Suite One,
Delhi, NY 13753 and designate “Defibrillator Fund” on the reference line.
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FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....

February 21, 2013

Membership Drive Underway Supports Sheriffs’ Summer Camp
The New York State Sheriffs’ Association Institute will soon begin its annual Honorary Membership drive. The
Sheriffs’ Institute provides centralized training programs and services for all Sheriffs’ Offices. These programs and services
would be unavailable or impractical on a single-county basis.
Note: The New York State Sheriffs’ Association Institute does not and will not ever use telemarketing to raise funds.
If anyone in Delaware County receives a telephone call from someone claiming they are representing the New York State
Sheriffs’ Association Institute and asking for a donation, one should just hang up. The only contact you will receive from the
New York State Sheriff’s Association Institute is in the form of a letter inviting you to become an honorary member.
The flagship program of the Sheriffs’ Institute is the Sheriffs’ Summer Camp for economically challenged children.
The Sheriffs’ Camp is in its 37th year of operation. It combines summer recreation with activities designed to teach a
understanding of, and respect for, our laws and the men and women who enforce them. It is located on Keuka Lake and 840
children from across New York State attend each summer. The Sheriff’s Institute pays the entire cost of the camp stay and
transportation for children who might not otherwise have an opportunity for vacation travel or a summer camp experience.
In addition, the Sheriffs’ Institute operates a scholarship program that provides one scholarship to each of New York
State’s Community College’s Criminal Justice Programs. This program is designed to help attract the best and the brightest to
the criminal justice vocation.
Any persons interested in supporting the efforts of the New York State Sheriffs’ Association Institute by becoming an
Honorary Member should contact me if they do not receive an invitation in the mail, or visit their web site at
http://www.sheriffsinstitute.org to download an application and learn more about the many aspects of this worthwhile
organization.
All donations made to the New York State Sheriffs’ Association Institute are tax deductible. In addition, this
organization is registered with the New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau. In these difficult economic times we
cannot afford to forget our youth. Your participation is encouraged and will be greatly appreciated.
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FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....

March 15, 2013

Should our Drug Arrests be Publicized?

Delaware County is experiencing a significant surge in illegal drug activity. I have been
cautioned by a few individuals that the recent press releases this Office has been issuing concerning
drug activity may create some adverse publicity. Still, we have received an overwhelming number of
calls from individual constituents applauding our efforts to eradicate the drug problem and rid our
schools, businesses and communities of the unsavory element that habitually accompanies the use and
sale of illegal drugs. What do you think?
One of my prime objectives as Sheriff is to secure a safe and peaceful quality of life for the
citizens of Delaware County. In order to achieve this, I endeavor to face problems that arise head on
and address them as expeditiously as possible.
The drug problem here is truly deplorable, and it’s flourishing! Unfortunately, our rural
communities have been exploited by dealers from urban areas looking for a place to carry out their
business. These individuals have taken advantage of our limited law enforcement resources and set up
shop, not just here, but everywhere in the upstate region. They think they can prey on our naivete. We
are not suffering from denial. We admit it. We have a growing “drug problem” here and it’s similar
to that experienced by our next door neighbors in surrounding counties. We are working diligently
together with other law enforcement agencies to curb it.
The frequency of local larcenies and random burglaries is increasing because once a person is
initially sold drugs inexpensively, the cost for them increases in proportion to dependency. The user
in a frantic search for money will steal from his family or resort to selling drugs to support his/her habit.
When all else fails, they will rob their friends, neighbors and employers. Incidents have multiplied
drastically. Additionally, drug users are slaves to their addiction and under its influence often operate
motor vehicles and cause accidents.
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Should our Drug Arrests be Publicized? (Continued)

Many drug dealers pass through our borders on their way from New York City to Albany,
Binghamton, Syracuse, Rochester, Elmira, Utica and points beyond outside of New York State. Often
those drivers are “high” and under the influence of narcotics and/or alcohol. Sometimes their drugs are
uncovered as a result of being stopped for traffic infractions or being involved in a traffic accident.
The drug problem will only grow worse if left unaddressed. Matters involving drug addiction
have impacted us all and caused much sorrow and loss. We must attack it relentlessly and acknowledge
our progress with due transparency. By doing so, we will offer relief to families, employers and
schools, who are being victimized. We must also strive to offer help to those who suffer from drug
addiction and encourage them to pursue a productive lifestyle. This approach is intended to increase
the quality of life, promote the local economy, lessen our public assistance roles and offer budgetary
relief in many forms to the general public.
It is important that members of the general public serve as our partners and help us identify the
locations of drug-related activities. The tips we receive provide crucial information that is vital when
establishing the justification for pursuing an investigation. We appreciate the recent support and
cooperation that community members have extended us. We applaud their willingness to become
involved in assisting us in addressing drug crimes and endeavor to preserve a degree of their anonymity.
By identifying potential drug activity and reporting it to law enforcement, crucial information
will be provided to assist us with investigations, while maintaining a degree of an informant’s
anonymity. I have been encouraged by the recent support and cooperation of our community members
and their willingness to become involved in assisting us in addressing drug crimes.
I have lived in Delaware County for most of my adult life as a matter of choice. I am proud of
our county’s heritage and its good citizens. I promise to uphold my oath and promote the arrest of any
criminal endeavoring to take advantage of us. I believe it is important to publicize such arrests in order
to deter crime and caution those on the border of indecision that the Sheriff of Delaware County is on
duty and will work tirelessly to make the County of Delaware a great place to raise a family or conduct
business. No drug dealers allowed!
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FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....
April 4, 2013

The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office advises: Be wary of scams.

We have begun receiving a goodly number of inquiries and reports of potential frauds and
scams. Some are home grown, but the majority originate from afar and are being sent to you via
cyberspace. I am taking this opportunity to revisit some pertinent information published earlier
concerning same.
Tis the season for an influx of roving contractors. Come repair scams abound. Fly-by-night con
artists promise low prices and speedy repairs. They often are never seen again, once they receive a
deposit. If they do perform the work, it is often shoddy, unfinished or unsafe. In an effort to avoid
being scammed, demand to be shown a copy of a contractor’s liability insurance policy and contact the
insurer to make sure that the policy is valid. A legitimate local contractor will often as for one-third
of the project before commencement; another third midway through and the remainder at the
completion of the project. Some people have overpaid because they were anxious to get the problem
solved quickly. It is always a good idea to solicit quotes from more than one contractor.
Major Scams: Beware of giving your personal or financial information to someone contacting
you with matter of urgency or promise of unanticipated wealth. Scam artists use the element of surprise
to trick you into compromising your identity, which makes you vulnerable to identity theft.
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Be Wary of Scams (Continued)

Some scams involve alerting you that a friend or family member is being detained or is stranded
in a foreign country and needs financial assistance to get home. Another involves giving you a windfall
of a few million dollars in exchange for a few hundred dollars which will be used as a transaction fee.
Remember: If the offer appears too good to be true, be suspicious and if there is urgency attached, be
doubly suspicious.
C

Do not respond to any unsolicited (spam) incoming e-mails, including clicking links
contained within those messages because they my contain computer viruses.

C

Be aware of organizations with copy-cat names similar to but not exactly the same as
those of reputable charities.

C

Rather than following a purported link to a website, verify the legitimacy of nonprofit organizations by utilizing various Internet-based resources that may assist in
confirming the group’s existence and its non-profit status.

C

Do not be pressured into making speedy expenditures, as reputable entities do not
use such tactics.

C

Verify, Verify, Verify everything. Be alert, be cautious, and be suspicious. Question
what seems illogical and listen to your instincts when they are shouting to you, “This
can’t be right.”

C

Most scam artists cannot gain access to your money or information without your
assistance. You are the front line of defense. Be on guard.

C

The New York State Office of the Attorney General has published an insightful
bulletin involving the anatomy of scams, and their various ramifications. This
information can be found on their website:
http://www.ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/pdfs/publications/Smart-Seniors.pdf

They offer their Smart Seniors publication free of charge and endorse its dissemination at senior
clubs and organizations.
Be sure to call our Office if we can be of assistance. You may also report suspicious e-mail
solicitations or fraudulent websites to the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaining Center at www.ic3.gov.
Among other things they publish press releases regarding recent Cyber crime trends as well as reporting
new twists to previously-existing scams.

Page 18 of 55

Delaware County Sheriff’s Office

2013 Annual Report

FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....
November 1, 2013

SAVIN-NY
New Technology advises Victims when Protection Orders are Served
The period of time immediately following the service of an Order of Protection can be
dangerous for victims and therefore it is critical for their safety and for the enforcement of the order that
they be give timely notification. I urge victims who have requested a Court Order of Protection to
register with SAVIN-NY to receive an alert when their Order is served.
Governor Andrew Cuomo issued a press release last week promoting the use of the SAVIN-NY
program, which uses NY-ALERT (www.nyalert.gov) to send notifications of service to domestic
violence victims 24 hours a day, seven days a week via test message, e-mail, fax and an automated
phone call. Visit www.governor.ny.gov/press/10232013-life-saving-alerts to see the governor’s release.
Delaware County residents can register to receive SAVIN-NY alerts by visiting
www.nyalert.gov and clicking on the “Orders of Protection” box on the left menu. Individuals who
register with SAVIN also can identify additional individuals to be notified when orders of protection
are served, such as advocates, attorneys, friends or family members.
Individuals can log onto the system to check whether orders of protection are served, even if
they don’t wish to receive alerts.
The New York State Sheriffs’ Association Institute has partnered with New York State to make
the SAVIN system available in Delaware County, across Upstate New York and on Long Island.
Sheriff Ronald Spike, Chairman of the Sheriffs’ Association Institute Board of Directors, noted,
“SAVIN helps expand and protect the rights of victims even further, using technology to provide them
and their advocates with critical, empowering information.” The New York State Sheriffs’ Association
Institute was formed in 1979 to operate some of the charitable and educational programs that had been
administered by the Sheriffs’ Association. The Institute provides education and training for sheriffs
and their staff; operates the Institute’s Summer Camp for children; and the Sheriffs’ Victim Notification
Services.
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FROM THE SHERIFF’S DESK....
November 1, 2013

Sheriff’s Office Partners with Area Schools
in an effort to thwart potential Incidents of School Violence

As you are well aware, county-wide acts of school violence have created heightened concern
for families, our County’s school districts and the law enforcement community. As these incidents
become more pervasive, we realize that is our obligation to devise a program to address this potential
threat in an aggressive and proactive manner.
Since taxpayers can ill afford to bear the burden fo employing school resource officers at each
school, the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office suggested we partner with school districts and install
Sheriff Sub-Stations inside local school buildings. This initiative is designed t create an obvious police
presence at each participating school as well as to strengthen our relationship with its students and staff.
In an effort to thwart possible school violence, our deputies will be afforded an opportunity to glean a
heightened degree of familiarity with a school, its students, staff, grounds, outbuildings and potential
vulnerabilities.
Several Delaware County schools have recognized this program has the potential to act as a
strong deterrent against school violence and have already joined the program. They have allocated us
office space and provided the necessary office equipment to support our activities.
Deputies assigned to schools will routinely check in with the administrative staff to announce
their presence, address their concerns and conduct building tours. Each Deputy Sheriff will be provided
a building access pass and keys to enable immediate access to the facility 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.
It should be noted that the substation space assigned to officers may be used for performing
routine administrative tasks, but it will not be used to process arrests and/or other non-school related
criminal investigations.
The Sheriff’s Office considers keeping our school children safe a high priority. We are excited
about the prospect of reinforcing our relationships with our schools and look forward to interfacing with
more of the general public as we proceed with this endeavor. Please feel free to contact Undersheriff
Craig DuMond if you wish to discuss this matter further. He may be reached at 607-746-2336.
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Mounted Patrol
Undersheriff DuMond (left) astride “Romeo” resumed the long-dormant “Mounted Patrol” in 2013
at the Annual Delaware County Fair in Walton, New York. Also pictured above is Roxbury
Constable Steve Williamson. The patrol continues to be activated when called upon.
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CIVIL DIVISION
The Civil Division of the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office is supervised by Sgt. Dwayne
Finkle and is responsible for, but not limited to:
C
C
C
C
C

the service of Notices, Summons, Subpoenas, Petitions and Orders;
Warrants of Eviction;
Income and Property Executions;
Seizures and Warrants of Civil Arrest; and
Court Orders and Contempt of Court.

Collections are done via income executions (wage garnishments) and property executions,
which authorize the Sheriff to seize property and then sell it at a Sheriff’s sale. The sale proceeds
are then applied to satisfy the judgment.
Members of the Civil Division actively participate in the NYSSA conferences and Civil
Schools, keeping current with changes to State laws and meeting on-going educational requirements
which are prescribed by the New York State Sheriff’s Association.
In 2012, the civil Division purchased Soft Code Civil Service, a state-of-the-art civil process
system dedicated to the development of civil process automation software for Civil departments.

2013 Stats
Total Papers Served:
Total Income Executions:

585
501

Total Property Executions:
Orders of Protection Served

4
155

Pistol Permits: In: 376 Out 444
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Civil Division (Continued)
Description

2008

2009

2010

2011

Total Fees

$56,060.22

$ 54,887.67

$49,019.69

$41,538.33

$42,355.92

$33,546.90

Total
Poundage

29,156.42

29,290.55

33,441.90

37,832.11

33,155.11

39,859.16

Total
Revenue

85,216.64

84,178.22

81,481.85*

79,370.44

75,511.03

73,406.06

Revenue

-1.94%

-3%

2012

-3%

-5.07%

2013

2.86%

Comparison

* Numbers add up to $82,461.59 - $979.74 differential based upon necessary computer function.

Supervisor: Michelle Murray

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Remember: A person can dial 911 from any cellular telephone even if it is not
active. All that is needed is power and a signal.
Our Civilian Dispatchers provide around-the-clock-coverage in our Communications Division under the
supervision of Michelle Murray. They utilize the state-of-the-art CAD system to enter all information

received from a 911 or non-emergency caller into the computer by a Dispatcher. The CAD tracks all
information, including the time the call was received and the time it was dispatched. Such data is then
available for future reference and as information to units responding to the same address on subsequent
calls for service. Our Dispatchers respond to a wide variety of situations with poise and professionalism.
An accounting of the calls taken during 2013 follows:
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For: Delaware County Sheriff’s
Office
Event
911 Hang Up Call
911 Open Line
Administration Matter
Aid - attempt to Locate
Aid - Check Welfare
Aid - Assist Citizen
AID - EMS
Alarm Activation
Animal - Animal Bite
Animal - Cattle Complaint
Animal - Dog Complaint
Animal Unusual Behavior Threat
Animal - Animal Comp Other

Animal - Acting Rabid

Arson
Assist DSS Endanger Welfare

Assist DSS
Assist Fire Department
Assist OT Police Agency
Assault - Simple Assault
Assault - Weapon Assault
ATV MVA
Bad Check
Bomb Threat/Explosion
Burglary Report Only
Burglary in Progress
Civil Matter
Civil Matter - Process Serving

Court /Trial
Custody Dispute
Cyber Crime - Child Pornography

Death-Notification of
Death-Unattended Death

Responses
88
3
1
19
101
89
52
17
2
23
35
4
71
9
35
1
52
5
23
16
2
1
10
3
61
6
137
527
20
17
2
2
2

2013 Annual Report

Event
Deer Jacking Complaint
Dispatch Deer
Disturbance/Crim Mischief

Responses
1
32
62
Disturbance-Crim Nuisance
1
Disturb-Disorderly Conduct
28
Disturb-Neighborhood Trouble
36
1
Disturbance - School Violence
Domestic Report Only
59
Domestic-Endanger WelChild
2
Domestic in Progress
126
Drill, Training
6
Drowning
1
Drug/Alchl Complaint
25
Drug/Alchl Growing Cannabis
1
Electronic Intrusion Device
145
Encon Violation(s)
2
Evidence Relay
13
Failure to Comply
9
Fairground Duty
1
Fight in Progress
29
Fire - Involving Motor Vehicle
6
Fire Works
13
Followup
385
Forgery
1
Fraud - Complaint
35
Fraud - Computer
3
Fraud - Criminal Impersonation
1
Fraud- Offer False Application
2
Funeral Detail
1
Gas Drive Off
3
Gas Leak or Emergency
1
Grass/Brush Fire
2
Gun/Weapon - Accident Wound
3
11
Gun Retrieval
Gun/Weapon - Shots Fired
22
Harassment - Agg Harassment
17
Harassment - Complaint
182
Harassment - Stalking
1
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Responses

Hazardous Conditions
Hold Up Alarm
Identification, False, Altered
Information Only
Investigation
Landlord/Tenant Dispute
Larceny - From Mailbox
Larceny - Report Only
Larceny - From Vehicle
Lockout Residential
Lost Plate/Destroyed

3
2
2
27
132
37
3
115
7
1
48
MHL Danger to Self or Others
86
19
Mental Health Pickup
Missing Child
26
Motor Vehicle Accident Fatal
3
Motor Vehicle Acc Personal Injury
38
Motor Vehicle - ACC Prop Damage 284
Motor Vehicle Acc - Snowmobile
MVA - Car/Deer
Noise - Loud Party
Non-Priority Rec’d on 911

Open Door
Order of Protection Service
Order of Protection Violation
Overdose/Poisioning
Passed Stopped School Bus
Pistol Permit Investigation

Pistol Permit suspension
Prisoner Relay
Project Lifesaver
Property Dispute
Property Found
Property Lost
Property Retrieval
Property Stolen
Property Check
Road Blocked
Road Damaged
Road Flooded
Road Schedule Probation

1

111
45
1
3
163
19
1

7
237
12
22
29
16
12
6
61
12
492
46
2
5
5

1
Robbery/Hold Up In Progress
Event
Responses
Runaway Child
School Detail
Sex Ofns - Rape
Sex Ofns - Registered Info
Smoke Investigation
Special Detail
Structure Fire
Subject Not Breathing
Subpoena Grand Jury
Suspicious Person/Activity
Suspicious Vehicle
Terrorist Threat
Test of the System
Theft of Services
Transport
Traffic Detail
Trespass in Progress
Trespassing
Traffic Stop
Under Age Party
Unknown Type Fire
V& T Violations
Vandalism
Vehicle - Abandoned Vehicle
Vehicle-All Terrain Vehicle

Vehicle - Car Blocking
Vehicle - Car Disabled
Vehicle Check Snowmobile
Vehicle Erratic Operator
Vehicle Repossession
Vehicle Stolen - File 1
Vehicle - Unauthorized Use
Warrant - Civil
Warrant - Criminal
Warrant - Criminal Summons
Warrant - Family Court Warrant

Warrant-Fugitive from Justice
Warramt - Probation Warrant

Warrant - Search Warrant

3
9
5
9
1
57
12
17
12
62
32
1
2
2
43
9
21
44
1,256
6
1
4
13
17
15
10
120
1
70
14
6
3
2
75
30
6
1
3
1

Sheriff’s Office Total Event Response =6,842
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Following is a list of calls handled by our Dispatchers
in 2013for other Agencies:

Agency

Total Event
Response

Colchester Town
Deposit Village

that responded.

5
10
ADMINISTRATION:

Delhi Village

1,596

Hancock Village

1,047

Roxbury Town

211

Sidney Village

15

The Administration Division is responsible for
the overall management of the Sheriff’s Office,
which includes:

SUNY Delhi College

477

* Budget/Accounting

DEP Downsville

243

* Legislative Initiatives

DCCF Jail

882

* Operations Management

District Attorney

172

* Personnel & Payroll

Walton PD

2,567

NY State Police

523

Delaware County Probation

727

NYS ENCON

61

Forest Ranger

5

TOTAL CAD INCIDENTS INCLUDED 14,307

Response Total:

15,385

* Policy and Procedures
* Purchasing

* Strategic Planning
* Training

Note: When selecting multiple departments,
calls will be calculated once for all departments
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The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office participates in many programs designed to keep our
citizens safe, which include:

“RU OK” is an automated process which telephones participants who live alone.
It is offered free of charge to the citizens of Delaware County
Each morning (at a pre-arranged time) the Sheriff’s Office checks in on the participants by placing an
automated call.
* If the phone call is not answered, another attempt is made to contact the
participant by telephone.
* If unsuccessful, an Officer is dispatched to the location.
Those interested in participating in this program may fill out the RU Okay Application Form and
submit it to the Sheriff’s Office. The form is available on our website or one may be obtained by
calling the Sheriff’s Office Communications Division at 746-2336 and asking for same.

Project Lifesaver - a proactive response which helps to locate wandering patients before they fall
victim to the elements, accidents, or predators is administered by Sgt. Dwayne Finkle
According to their web site, “Project Lifesaver has over 1,200 participating agencies across the U.S.,
Canada, and Australia, and has performed over 2,600 searches in the last 13 years with no serious
injuries or fatalities ever reported.”
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The Victim Information and Notification Service
(“VINE”) was created in 1994 following the murder of
Mary Byron in Louisville, KY. She and her parents had
asked to be notified when Mary’s ex-boyfriend was
released from jail. They were never told that he was
released, and this man murdered Mary on her 21st
birthday. Today, the New York Sheriffs’ Victim
Hotline delivers an average of 90,198 phone calls and
7,024 e-mail notifications to registered victims each
year in the State of New York.
The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office supports
VINE. It is
administered by
the
Correctional
Division
of the Delaware
County Sheriff’s Office.

YELLOW DOT PROGRAM
( This program is offered free of charge.)
Personal Medical Info Sheet & Decal
Every Decal in every automobile should be
similarly placed on the lower left side of
the left rear side window.
In your home, the decal should be placed
near front entrance.
Every packet of medical information
should be placed either in the glove
compartment of an automobile or in the
freezer compartment of your refrigerator.
Please contact us to request the authentic bright yellow decals and yellow information form/folders.
You may want to order multiple kits; for use in your home(s) and automobile(s.)
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Each year we note with appreciation the grant funding extended to us, which gives us the
opportunity to purchase state-of-the-art equipment
for our Office.

GRANT ACTIVITY
Existing Grant Funds Expended in 2013:
Federal Crime Control:
Bulletproof Vest Reimbursement
$3,101.00

Homeland Security:
3 Video Cameras for Patrol Cars
Communication Shelter Building
Total
New Grant Award:
Homeland Security FY13

$ 30,500.00
46,500.00
$ 77,000.00
******
$ 22,500.00

SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY: DELAWARE COUNTY
Monitoring the current whereabouts of convicted sex offenders living in Delaware County is
one of our top priorities. Another is promoting community awareness. Our county Sex Offender
Registry is monitored and maintained by Investigator Joseph Mauro who has the responsibility of
collecting and maintaining current contact and location information for all convicted Sex Offenders
who reside in Delaware County.
Refer to the Sheriff’s website for a link to access sex offenders in Delaware County.
http://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/SomsSUBDirectory/search_index.jsp
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CORRECTIONS DIVISION

1st Sgt. John Lehmann

This past year we had eight (8) reportable incidents, seven of which required the use of OC. This
is a relatively small amount for the numbers we keep in this facility I still believe that the conduct of our
staff and the professionalism they display on a daily basis in the discharge of their duties is the main
factor in keeping this number to a minimum.
In 2013, we processed in 1,732 inmates, 68 more than last year. Of those processed in, 624 were
new bookings, 43 more than last year. Among those inmates committed to this facility, we had 763 jailrelated transports. This figure is above our average of 700 transports since we are in our new facility.
As with most counties, our population has been down which directly accounts for 26 less transports than
last year and naturally more income from boarding in inmates.
The time we spent on transports was quite considerable. If a minimum time spent on each
transport averaged only two and a half hours, it would add up to more than 2,000 hours per year. That
would keep one transport officer involved in a transport every minute of his work day for the year if the
transports could be done one at a time with one inmate and one Officer. In reality, the majority of our
transports are multiple, in different directions and require more than one Officer. This still has a large
affect on our overtime budget.
In the year 2013, we billed out boarding fees in the amount of $563,937.00, a little over
$100,000.00 more than last year, to other Counties which include: Broome, Sullivan and from the U.
S. Marshall’s service. This higher total reflects the fact that there was more of a need for spaces for
Federal Boarders and also boarders from other counties, particularly Sullivan County. This higher income
is also due to the fact that this facility has taken a proactive approach to getting more boarders and thus
creating a much higher generated revenue for the County. . Many counties have built or are in the
process of building new jails and each time that occurs, it takes away that County’s need to board inmates
out and adds another County that can board inmates in.
Overall, since we opened for borders ten years ago, we have taken in $3,165,043.00s in boarding
fees alone. Even though this facility is not considered an income-producing facility, we can still produce
revenue for the County.
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Other revenue generated this past year adds up to another $53,112.27 – bringing the total revenues
generated in 2013 by the Jail to $617,049.27. This does not include monies received from the State for
transporting State inmates.
TRANSPORTS
Description

2003

Mental Health

8

2004

2005

6

2006

1

2007

2008

2009

4

3

7

2010

2011

2012

2013

8

8

8

5

Medical

96

69

198

160

140

178

195

193

160

204

142

Dental

47

62

56

83

92

88

88

58

79

36

76

Funeral

--

3

1

3

2

1

3

---

2

County/Supre
me Court

196

165

139

145

158

136

144

191

123

162

204

Family Court

14

16

24

42

25

32

27

22

28

80

47

Other Courts

283

251

192

244

234

225

252

253

229

235

231

Other Corr.
Facilities

757

11

34

29

42

43

42

53

40

36

28

7

9

Work Detail

5

Relay w/other
Agency

4

Transport by
Other
Agency

2

Federal
Transports

1

3

2

3

2

---

9

4

17

7

---

---

11

22

31

4

19

19

TOTALS

1403

577

650

716

716

734

807

793

670

789

763

YEAR

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013
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INCOME PRODUCED FROM JAIL FOR THE YEAR 2013

2004
125,475

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

367,275

567,450

452,100

354,075

187,985

2010

2011

2012

2013

TOTAL

174,420

134,960

237,366

563,937

$3,165,043

REVENUE FROM U. S. MARSHALL’S SERVICE FOR TRANSPORTING IMATES
2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013
TOTAL

---

---

---

$3,472

$9,252

$11,667

2,164

---

7,932

10,652.48

$34.487

Direct supervision: At the Delaware County Correction Facility, correction officers work
inside the cell block with the inmates 24 hours a day, without any separation from them. This concept
provides for active and continuous supervision of the inmates to better manage those inmates who have
committed less serious offenses.

Our Medical Division provides a necessary service to the
health and welfare of our inmate population. RN Mary Lou Oliver supervises
our in-house staff.
We have a doctor “on call” and a resident RN on premises, along with part-time
LPN assistance.
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CHAPLAINS
The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office Chaplaincy is made up of volunteer chaplains who have faithfully
served us for many years. They include: Yetzchak S. Bernath, Joel Gold, John Grenier, Derek Johnson, Elliott Oakes,
Jane Ramano and Kristine Warren.
The chaplains have made numerous hospital calls. They have also worked with families who have
experienced tragic events in their lives. They help provide resources and conduct weddings when asked.

FOOD PREPARATION
Our Chief Cook supervises the kitchen staff. A great savings was realized when we decided to augment our
meals by utilizing some partially-prepared courses prepared by the Dept. of Corrections in Albany. Of course, our
staff still prepares the bulk of meals and“special orders” required by medical conditions and religious beliefs.

Delaware County Law Enforcement Academy
Sgt. Jody Proffitt, Director
The Delaware County Law Enforcement Academy was not held in 2013
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Sgt. Jody Proffitt

DS Derek Bowie

DS Jeffrey Clark

DS John Demeo

DS. Timothy Murray
DS Tahir Haqq

DS Kim Smith

DS Todd
Van Keuren

UNIFORMED ROAD PATROL
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ROAD PATROL DIVISION

Deputy Sheriffs assigned to the Road Patrol Division respond to calls for service from the general public. They
have a diversified caseload, covering everything from animal nuisance complaints to homicides. Each deputy
works four (4) ten (10) hour shifts. Since our County is remote and has no major cities, each deputy takes his
car home so that he can respond readily to incidents near his residence – even when he is not on duty. The
deputies interview victims, witnesses, and alleged suspects; write crime incident reports; and, when necessary,
take people into custody and transport them to jail. As appropriate, the deputies refer cases to one of our Office’s
investigators for further action. The deputies also testify in later court trials concerning their cases.

STEP GRANT AWARD:
STEP” is an acronym for Selective Traffic Enforcement Program, which refers to planned enforcement
activities targeting identified crash causing traffic violations and/or behaviors at their specific times and places of
occurrence. Fatalities and personal injuries resulting from motor vehicle crashes continue to be a serious societal
problem.

Monthly Activity - Road Patrol Criminal Division
JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

TOTAL

Traffic
Summon
s

47

62

61

57

91

75

71

133

80

46

41

18

782

No. of
DWI’s

1

4

0

0

2

0

0

2

3

1

1

1

15

No. of
Arrests
Violation
s/Mis/
Felony

12

33

40

20

45

28

25

28

38

54

33

22

378

Property
Checks

56

47

42

12

36

50

41

36

34

31

28

37

450

Assist
Other
Agencies

6

10

5

3

12

13

9

6

10

12

11

9

106

Traffic
Stops

96

84

109

95

126

124

97

161

128

96

42

31

1189

No. Calls
Answ’d

362

382

376

274

491

477

526

472

401

419

432

376

4588

Miles
Patrolled

19,103

18,352

18,739

20,278

21,911

18,356

20,951

24,525

18,516

18,416

16,838

17,890

233,875

Descript.

* *Tickets issued on 74% of all traffic stops.
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STATS
Description

2013

Change
from 2012

Felonies up 20%

Calls for Service

6,829

Up 20%

Misdemeanors - Up 24%

Emergency 911 calls answered

1,418

Up 35%

Cases Opened

3,228

Up 158%

Arrests

408

Violations and traffic tickets 824 (from 1,596 in 2012)
430 Motor Vehicle Accidents - Up 19%

Up 36%

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION
Criminal Investigations are performed by Senior Investigator Karl H. Vagts., Jr. He is responsible
for the in-depth investigation of serious crimes reported to the Delaware County Sheriff's Office,
detection and arrest of criminal offenders, stolen property recovery, and the administration of records
pertaining to each investigation.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Investigator Mauro has an ambitious workload, performing
the duties of::
*

Narcotics Investigator

*

Armorer/Weapons Training

*

Sex Offender Registry Officer

Inv. Joe Mauro

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Drug Enforcement Unit
Pictured above is a typical marihuana raid. Each summer the Civil Air
Patrol identifies growing fields from the air and alerts us of their
location. This particular crop was being harvested inside a large
container with netting over it to make it look like a typical storage unit
from the air. Sgt. Finkle is pictured taking one load of the crop into
Evidence.

FORMATION OF DRUG TASK FORCE
As the drug problem in Delaware County continues to accelerate at a dangerous rate, and threatens
to excessively burden our county finances and play havoc with families and businesses on many levels,
it is important that we all participate in fighting Delaware County’s war on drugs. On Friday, December
13, thirty-nine Delaware County officials from an array of public and human services agencies , including
the district attorney, law enforcement officers from a wide spectrum of specialities and agencies, several
Delaware County human service agencies, as well as several town supervisors, all met at the Public Safety
Building as a prelude to establishing the Delaware County Drug Task Force.
The ramifications associated with illegal drugs are not solely a law enforcement problem. It filters
down to all areas of our daily life. The drug problem is ultimately funded by the taxpayers who bear the
financial burden for a variety of public services. Children and families are being exposed to this prolific
problem at alarming rates. Domestic incidents, child abuse/neglect and associated foster care for child
victims have sharply risen. Our homes and business are being burglarized. Medical and mental health
services are skyrocketing. Moreover, many dealers when arrested are found to be supported by public
assistance. The financial and social expenses are huge with the taxpayer footing the bill; all while
watching our communities and quality of life suffer.
Heroin and narcotic prescription drugs top the list of those drugs most popular and available in
Delaware County. Recently it has become mandatory that doctors and pharmacists access websites to
check to see if a patient already has a prescription for narcotic drugs, before giving them another. This
action was devised to eliminate the duplication of prescriptions as a source for supplying dealers with an
inventory of pills to sell. One June 18, the New York Senate passed the Public Assistance Integrity Act,
which prohibits welfare recipients from spending the benefits assigned to their ATM cards for alcohol,
tobacco and lottery tickets. That act has stalled in the New York Assembly. Most drug-related arrestees
in Delaware County are the recipients of public assistance.
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The drug epidemic for the Delaware County Sheriff’s Office has mushroomed during the last
couple of years (up 223 percent in 2012) and threatens to double by next year. It is important to note that
these numbers only represent the investigations and arrests made by the Sheriff’s Office and do not
include drug arrests made by the NYS Police and other county law enforcement agencies. The common
denominator is that all law enforcement agencies are seeing the same disturbing trends regarding drug
activity and are committed to fight this problem together in a unified effort. Local law enforcement has
recently made some significant strides forward on the war on drugs, but our manpower is small and we
cannot fight this battle alone. You, the public, are one of our best resources. You see, hear and know
things about drug trafficking that is being conducted in every town, village, and rural homestead
imaginable. Many of you have already sent tips to the Sheriff’s e-mail address located on his web page.
We are in the process of installing a telephone tip line at 888-914-9111 and information
concerning it will be made available on the Sheriff’s web page. Your tips remain anonymous, but are
promptly directed to our investigators. Even though all calls will remain confidential, we encourage you
interaction with our investigators to provide them with the crucial information they need to make a
difference.
Additionally, if you use a smart phone, we have also established a free Sheriff’s application where
you can leave tips. Search “Sheriff’s Mobile Patrol...Delaware County NY” for more information.
It is very heartening to realize that the website the Sheriff’s Office maintains on the Delaware
County, NY web page is actually utilized by so many people. With that having been said, I realized that
it is very possible that our website has the potential for being better utilized if a greater number of people
knew that one of its purposes is to provide an exchange of information, rather than merely portraying a
snapshot of the activities conducted at our office.
We are very excited about the creation of a Drug Task Force for Delaware County. We are even
more excited about our human services stakeholder agencies and elected officials’ willingness to be a part
of tackling this problem. I firmly feel that through collaborative and comprehensive planning we can
realize success by combining enforcement, education, treatment, and prevention together in a unified
effort toward the common good. If you have any questions or would like to be a part of our initiative,
please feel free to contact me or Undersheriff Craig DuMond at 607-746-2336.
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NOTABLE CASES IN 2013:

1090 Hwy 10, Bovina

On Sunday, August 11, 2013, 23-year old Justin Geraghty emerged
from a wooded area in the small community of Bovina Center in an
intoxicated state, after fleeing on an ATV from a domestic dispute with his
mother and stepfather in a mobile home on New Road. Sheriff’s Deputies
were alerted he left their home armed and commenced a search for him.
Geraghty was wanted for parole violation, and had been previously charged
by Delhi Police with burglary, assault and petit larceny. He had been
diagnosed with a bipolar disorder, was not taking his medication and was
struggling with issues relating to alcohol and suicide. He had spent 7 of his
last 15 years in prison. He was the father of three.
Shortly after lunch time, Victoria Charkut was sitting on her porch enjoying the sunshine and
listening to show tunes on her radio while knitting. Nearby her husband, Peter Mullin, worked on their
new deck at 1090 Highway 5 in the Town of Bovina. Geraghty, now on foot, emerged from a field
pointing a shotgun at them, ordered them to go into their house and threatened to kill them if they didn’t.
They complied.
Geraghty told the hostages he did not want to go back to jail and used their telephone to make a
long telephone call of farewell to his family. While he was in a preoccupied state, Victoria Charkut
announced her intention to use the rest room, but used the front door instead. She was able to escape
unharmed. She ran for her life and was able to flag down the third motorist she beckoned on Route 5
who took her to Russell’s General Store, where the proprietor called 911. At about 1:00 PM Officers
responded to her home.. When they did, Geraghty and Mullin glimpsed them from a window near the
table where they were seated. The situation became more tense as Geraghty realized that Charkut must
have enlisted help. Mr. Mullin offered to go outside and talk to the police. Hands raised, with many guns
pointed at him, he walked out through the sun porch door and down the steps to safety.
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After both hostages had left their home, Geraghty barricaded himself inside. Law enforcement
officers spoke with him using a bull horn. Geraghty threatened to kill any officer who approached him.
The house was surrounded by policemen and medical personnel. A State Police helicopter hovered
overhead. At 4PM the homeowners were reunited and waited nearby, concerned about the fate of their
three cats, (who survived the ordeal.)
Meanwhile the Town of Bovina residents remained vigilant while law enforcement officers
cautioned them about the possibility of violence. Some left the area to stay with family or friends.
After 10-11 hours of unsuccessful negotiations, officers threw tear gas canisters into the house
and waited. After a lengthy period of silence, two robots entered the home and searched it. They could
not open the door to the sauna. They did not find Geraghty. Thereafter law enforcement officers entered
the home and located Geraghty, dead from a self-inflicted gun shot inside a wooded sauna in the second
story bathroom.

Suicide reveals Homicides and Arson:

Sundstrom House

When Walton acting village Police Chief Brian Laauser and Delaware County Sheriff’s Office’s
Senior Investigator Karl H. Vagts, Jr. tracked Debra Sundstrom to the home owned by her 51-year old
friend, Dominick Bosco at 294 John Lockwood Road, Walton, at approximately 2:00 PM on February
19, 2013, to serve a warrant, they may have anticipated making a routine arrest as a result of her failure
to appear in court to answer to five counts of larceny charges. It has since been speculated that it was at
the time she became aware of their arrival, that she ignited the house.
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Forty-eight year old Debra Sundstrom, was thought by many to be a
congenial, hard worker whose only claim to fame thus far had been earned
by growing giant NY State Fair award-winning pumpkins with her
husband. Until recently she had worked as a cashier at the Big-M
supermarket in Walton where she had earned a reputation for being very
popular with customers. The officers were at her door because she had
been charged with five counts of grand larceny in the 4th degree on January
28, 2013, following an incident in which she was alleged to have stolen a
purse left at the store by a shopper. When she failed to make her court
appearance, the officers went looking for her.
When Sundstrom answered the door, she was wearing a nightshirt and asked the two officers if
they would remain on the stoop while she changed. They complied. Within a couple of moments, two
shots rang out. The officers charged into the house. Chief Laauser raced up the stairs and found
Sundstrom and her dog’s dead bodies, felled by her .30-30 rifle, and the two-story log home engulfed in
flames. The officers rushed outside and called for assistance, but the house was quickly consumed,
leaving behind only the wrap-around deck, a fireplace chimney and some wood stacked near the front
door.
When the embers cooled, law enforcement officers examined the gruesome scene. They found
the remains of Sundstrom and her Australian Shepherd, Shadow. The next day while sifting through the
rubble, they were surprised to find a third victim in the basement who was determined to have been dead
between 1 - 3 days prior to the fire. Who could it be? Both Sundstrom’s husband and “Nick” Bosco were
unaccounted for.
As the facts of the case began to unravel, it seemed that no one had heard
from Sundstrom’s 49-year old husband, Randy, since Debra claimed he left
town with another woman in February, 2010. Sundstrom had woven such a sad
tale of abandonment, that no one had questioned her veracity. This fabrication
was only brought to light two days after her death during the investigation into
the identity of the 3rd body, when a State Police investigator aided by a cadaversniffing dog (who barked and pawed a 55-gallon barrel) removed its lid at
Sundstrom’s home at 1884 South River Road in Walton and discovered a body
inside – later identified as being that of Sundstrom’s husband. The man in the
basement was later identified as the home’s owner, 51 year old Dominick Bosco
No obvious cause of death for either burly man was determined, and neither had
been shot.
Although no one knows why Debra Sundstrom allegedly committed
these atrocities, routine interviews revealed that while married, she had been
the victim of domestic violence. According to U. S. Justice Department statistics, 750 marriages are
terminated each year by murder. Among spousal murders, the female is the victim in eight out of every
10 cases.
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BICYCLE HELMETS:
Connor Sherman coordinated a Bicycle Helmet event on May 11,
2013, at the Delaware County Fairgrounds for his Eagle Scout project. He
is pictured to the left of Deputy Sheriff Jeff Clark. The Sheriff’s Office
supplied bicycle helmets.
The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office has collected funds to provide free bicycle helmets to
kids throughout Delaware County for the past ten years. Each year several hundred helmets are given
away. The money to fund their purchase comes from generous individuals, organizations and
businesses throughout Delaware County. Sheriff Mills noted, “People contribute to this cause quite
willingly and are very generous.”
Speaking of helmet use, Sheriff Mills said, “Kids ages 5 to 12 are generally very good about
wearing their helmets. It’s difficult to encourage young teens to wear their helmets.”
The Sheriff’s Office promotes programs involving safe bicycling practices at local schools.
When Sheriff Mills extols the value of wearing helmets, he notes that he too is a bicycler who wears a
helmet. To bring the point home, he often recalls anecdotes about incidents involving those who did
not wear a helmet and suffered from unfortunate consequences.
Recently the Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute tested both inexpensive ($20) and pricey ($150.)
helmets and concluded that both provided comparable impact protection. It is very important to find a
helmet that fits well and is positioned to give you maximum protection should you be in an accident.
The pricey helmets just may provide an easier fit, more vents and stylish graphics. But the
inexpensive models “get the job done.”
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EVIDENCE COLLECTION
In addition to her road patrol duties, Deputy Sheriff Kim
Smith oversees our Evidence Division. She is responsible for processing the
data collected at crime scenes. With the aid of state- of-the-art computer
equipment, she identifies, documents, and secures a wide variety of evidence.
Her duties in this regard include:
*
Documenting evidence collected at a crime scene, using photo
and video depiction.
*
Collecting evidence to include fingerprints and footprint
development.
* Preparing a well-organized set of field notes in preparation of a
written report and subsequent trial testimony.
* Submitting physical evidence for further forensic analysis,
including DNA .
* Assisting fellow law enforcement officers regarding crime scene
evidence processing.
* Preserving evidence until such time as it is ready to be
returned to the owner or destroyed.

Sheriffs’ Summer Camp Sponsored by the
New York State Sheriff’s Association Institute
Every year we send young campers from throughout Delaware
County to the Sheriff’s Summer Camp. This experience is
sponsored by generous contributions made to Sheriff’s Offices
throughout New York State. To some children, a week at camp
is the closest they will ever come to experiencing a carefree
childhood. We appreciate the efforts of all who make it
possible.

June 7, 2013
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DELAWARE COUNTY SHERIFF INTRODUCES SMARTPHONE APP

Delaware County Sheriff Thomas Mills announced today that his office has launched a
smartphone app that allows the office to communicate much more effectively with the community.
The Delaware County Sheriff’s Office app is a free download and is available for both Phone and
Android smart devices. Users simply search “MobilePatrol” and after downloading, select the
Sheriff’s Office.
Users of the app will have access to real-time detention center information and mugshots,
charges and offender information. The app is fully integrated with VINE® (Victim Information and
Notification Everyday), which allows crime victims to be notified about the custody status of their
offender. The app also includes warrants, lists of non-custodial parents and most-wanted criminals,
news, the facility location, the Sheriff’s Office directory and much more.
“The most beneficial and significant feature of this app is that it lets us get important information
right to people’s fingertips,” said Sheriff Mills. “The app greatly improves our ability to serve the
public, and that’s what we’re here for. We’re thrilled that we cna provide this to the community.”
Information that can be pushed right to a user’s smartphone includes Amber Alerts (including
photos of missing persons), news about escapees and manhunts, weather warnings and other local
emergencies.
“We know that more and more people are getting the information they need from their
smartphones,” said Sheriff Mills. “We want to make sure we’re using the latest communication
technology to keep the public informed, and this app lets us do that.”

STATISTICS FOLLOW
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